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_[HEI\ EWSPAPER is 20 institntion developed by modera civilization to
present the news of the day, to Joster commerce 2nd industry,
" to inform and lead public opinion, and te furnish that ched: upon

goveroment which no constitnt;

on has ever bren 2ble to provide.

~—THE TRIBUNE CREDD

Intelligent intelligence measures

The exaggerated flap o\ver Soviet
troops in Cuba is the latest example of &
change in the nature of criticism of U.S.
inteliigence. The level of criticism has
not abaled. Bul now it comes from.a
different direction.

Not long ago the Central Intelligence

Apency, National Security Agency, and

Federal Bureau of Investigation, among

other organizations, went through a tor- -

tuous public reliving of three decades of
mishehavior. In the congressional hear-
ing rooms, the public prints, and on the
air they faced merciless judgment —
much of it justified, some of it naive.
Assassination plans, spyving on Ameri-
cans, plots to topple foreign govern-
ments. This was strong stuff, long sus-
pected but kept secret.

Now the concern is not so much if'the
agencies are doing what {hey shouldn’t
but if they are competent to do what
they should. The unpredicted Iranian
revolution, the mistaken prognostication
of 2 mild Saudi Arabian reaction to the
Egypi-Israel peace argument, the belat-
ed estimate of North Korean military
strength that caused the Carter adminis-
tration to postpone indefinitely any troop
withdrawals from South Korea. These
have all come together to make *'mas-
sive intelligence failure” the all-purpose
interpretation of choice for Washingion
commentators, replacing “‘cover-up.”

There is no guestion that some of the
remedies applied to intelligence -abuses
have caused the CIA problems in gath-
ering intelligence and using its re-
sources to carry out U.S. foreign policy.
Nor did the demoralizing ordeal of reve-

lstion dnd castigation do morale any’

good. —
As congressional commitiees scram-
bled to get & piece of the well-publicized
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self under an obligation to report all cov-
ert actions [activities that po bevond

the collection of information] to eight:
separate committees. The odds of keep- |
ing an action disclosed to eight commit- '
tees covert are zbout the same as the
odds against hitting {he lotlery. One im- .
portant step in rebuilding the CIA and
other intelligence agencies is to central-
ize oversight in two committees — one
for each house — or ope joint commit-
tee. This would be a reassurance to our
allies, who must by now regard telling -
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the CIA something in confidence as-the ;
rough equivalent of putting it out in a

news release,

Some revision may be required in the :
procedures goverhing the .CIA’s collec- !

tion of information about Americans

abroad, though care should be taken .

not to declare open season on every -

American traveler,

Perhaps the CIA deserves some relief
from the burden of Freedom of Informa-
tion Act reguests and the risk of inad-
vertently disclosing something of value
to & hostile intelligente service. But any
revision of the act should be done with
care s0 as not to reinstate the CIA as
the fortress of secrecy it once was. Se-
crecy is as dangerous as it is impor- |
tanl, so =a delicate balance must be
struck.

Revision of the laws penalizing disclo- :

sure of classified information — one of
the CIA’s more emphatic demands —
should be approached charily. The zgen-
cy should have the ability to punish its
own employes. for unauthorized disclo-
sures, but extending the.criminal penal-
ties. beyond government employes or
contractors rzises serious 1st Amend-
ment probiems. - :

1t is time to recognize that the period
of intelligence agency reform has given
way to 2 peried of rebuilding. The chal-
Odifdst

wild swing of opinion which results in

the undoing of the important legal safe- i

guards now in place.
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